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producer, and of which he would retain the real direction.
But what did he propose to do with M. Daladier ?
" Why shouldn't Daladier," he concluded, after having
first heaped abuse on him, " why shouldn't Daladier
advance the Marshal's hour ? He would then have his
place under the aegis of a great soldier. Otherwise the
campaign against him will grow more and more vigorous.
The knife 1 " he exclaimed, baring a jaw like a man-eater
and making the gesture of plunging a blade into a wounded
boar.
" It's not without danger," I objected.   " Besides, why
should you want to eliminate him ?    His popularity is an
important capital asset."
" It has greatly decreased."
" Don't you believe it! "
'* It's still very considerable/' interposed a mutual
friend who, having arrived a minute or two before, was
now joining in the conversation.
It was Jean Chiappe, former Prefect of Police, a Deputy
and Municipal Councillor of Paris. Pierre Laval was
impressed by this opinion which assumed particular
importance from the fact that it was expressed by a
man who, since that famous 6th of February, could
hardly be suspected of being unduly favourable to
Daladier.*
Jean Chiappe, it is only fair to say, refrained out of
pure patriotism from expressing his resentment in public,
and his vote had been assured to the Government, especi-
ally since the suppression of the Communist party (Sep-
tember 26th, 1939).
There was a brief silence, broken by Laval.
* During the Stavisky scandal of 1934, which, culminated in the
riots of February 6th, M. Daladier dismissed M. Chiappe from his
position of Prefect of Police, offering to make him Resident-General
of Morocco. It was believed that the dismissal was the price
demanded by the Socialist party for their support of M. Daladier's
Government. But riots caused the fall of the Ministry, and M.
Doumergue, an ex-President, was called upon to form a National
Government.